
  

 

November 2021 

 

Dear Residents, 

Winchester City Council is planning to create a new wetland in Micheldever by diverting 

water from, and returning water to, a carrier stream of the River Dever.  We would like to 

know your views on these proposals before we submit a planning application. 

The site is a meadow located north of Waterloo Cottages and Barron Close in Micheldever.  

It is bordered by a carrier stream of the River Dever to the north and east.  It is approx. 0.54 

hectares and outlined in red below: 

  

Water will be filtered as it flows through the new wetland to remove nitrogen (nitrates).  This 

will generate 'nitrates credits' for the council's affordable housing planning applications, 

which are now required.  The new wetland will: 

 Improve the meadow's appearance 

 Protect it from future development 

 Increase biodiversity 

 Create new wildlife habitats  

 Reduce flood risk     

 

What are we doing? 

The council is planning to create a new wetland in a meadow next to a carrier stream of the 

River Dever in Micheldever.  The meadow is owned by the council and currently used for 

grazing.  We are proposing to change this use from agricultural, and excavate a passive 

wetland system that will naturally filter the stream water. 
 

Why are we doing this? 

In addition to improving the meadow's appearance and generating nitrates credits for 

planning applications, creating a wetland will bring other environmental benefits including:  

 Filter stream water by removing nitrates (taken up by plants) 

 Provide valuable wildlife habitats by increasing biodiversity 

 Reduce risk of flooding by improving flood storage capacity 

 



  

 

The land was given to the council with the intention of being used for new housing but 

because of the flood risk it is not suitable for this development.  Creating a wetland to 

support the council’s planning applications for new affordable housing developments in the 

district is therefore considered a suitable alternative use of this land.  This means the land 

within the red line site will not be developed for housing.   

What will the wetland look like? 

The wetland has been designed by Aquascience – wetland ecology specialists – and 

includes four unlined, shallow ponds (max. depth 50cm) connected by wide open channels.  

Diverted water will be filtered as it passes from east to west across the site before being 

returned to the carrier stream.  The drawing below shows the location and size of the 

unlined ponds that will form the new wetland: 

 

 

What do you think? 

The council is proposing to create this wetland in the meadow to remove nitrogen from a 

carrier stream of the River Dever.  This will generate ‘nitrates credits’ for planning 

applications and have a positive impact on the environment.   

Please visit https://winchester.citizenspace.com/housing/micheldever-wetland to let us 

know what you think or email the council at newhomes@winchester.gov.uk and answer the 

following questions:  

1. Do you support the council’s plans to create a natural wetland in Micheldever? 

2. Do you have any comments about the proposed wetland? 

There will be an opportunity to comment on the planning application but we welcome any 
earlier comments about these proposals. 
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